I
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE VICTORY OF SOCIALISM
IN THE U.S.S.R.
Thirty years have passed since the events of October
1917. Our enemies in the bourgeois camp prophesied in
those days, and later too, that the Soviet regime could not
maintain itself in Russia, that it was doomed to inevitable
and speedy collapse. The Bolsheviks were not daunted by
these prophecies and boldly entered the fight for the seizure
of power by the working class, and, having smashed the
oppressive capitalist system, have now for thirty years been
building with triumphant success a Socialist State, a new
society on communist principles.
The path we have traversed may be divided into three
periods. j
The first period was from the victory of the power of
the Soviets to the outbreak of the second world war. The
second period was the period of the Great Patriotic War.
The third period, which has only just begun, is the period
of postwar development.
The first period embraced twenty-three and a half
years. Of them more than three years were spent in armed
struggle against the forces of intervention and the White-
guard bands who strove to smash the power of the
Soviets and to destroy the young Soviet Stale. These plans
o-f the capitalists and landlords ended in a complete fiasco,
but they reduced our country to a state of extreme ruin
and exhaustion. Many years were required before the
prewar level of production in industry and agriculture was
restored.
After this, the progress and development of the coun-
try's national economy proceeded on the basis of the celebrat-
ed Stalin Five-Year Plans.
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